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Address:

Fresent Cuner

HISTORIC AVERICAN BUILDINGS GURVEY

RICH-TRUMAN HOUSE

320 Delancey Street, Philadelphia,

County, Pennsylvania.

Yilliem H. Fox

and Occupant:
Pregent Use:

Brief Slalement

Residence.

of Significance:

HABS No. PA-1074

S U HABS
A

SEPHILA
Philadelphia  Ali-

Erected in the fall of 1771 by John Rich, plasterer,
the house is a fine example of one of a pair of

small, Philadelphia row houses of the late 18th
century. It ds located on the site originally

occupled by bthe eity's Alms House.

Richard Truman,

cabinet malker, purchased the house in 1774.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

“hysical History

FOR

320 Delancey Street (old nurmber 100).

i, crected oy L772 (See part I-D shoen below).

11/6, 1791

8;”19’,.—‘"1774

GRANTOR

Corporaslon of Contribuiors to the
felief and fmployment of the Poor ia

the City of Philsa.

a lot sit N g Pine St. 160!
I from 4th St.
Fromb: 36!

Depth 1607 to Unlon St. (later called

Delencey )
John Rich, plaisterer

the westernrzost of 2 brick
messueges whal John Rich +hath
ginece ereciéed’ on the froat pari
of the lobt on Ynion 3b. i.e. 220
Qelanzey

Trons: 19!

Dapth: 163!

Original and subseguent owners: The following is from the
chain of title.

GRAWTER
Johun Rich, Plaisterer
for 19 pounds 4
shillings

chard Trwan,
binet meker
or 309 pounds
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. 12-23-1778  Richord Iruian, cobinet mokewr Joseph Crukshank,
orinter
above 2 story brick messuage for 1,000 pounds

(b2 92)

8/4, 1780 Joseph Crvukshank, printer Jemes Jioyes, sail
Mary h/w maker
for 250 pounds
(04 249)
James lioyes made his L&Y, making his wi{e lexy his
cxecuyior end leaving her fhe above prong.¥
(1833 152
Vi1l Book 11 44)
Vary woyes, widow of Jumes Moyes, nede her Li&T leaving
the above prams ia trust for use of her niece Mary Moyes
loore . #
{1650 #99
Will Book 24 273)
George {ashington ocore made his LWET leaving his es-
tate fto his wilfe finna Vieginia illoore,
{188/ #1101
Will Beolr 118 140)
. 5./11.71904 Cherles F. Van Horn Jennie Graham®
George Moore Graham wife of im. H.
exs of LW&T of Anna Virginia Moore _
&/24/190% si1lisam M. CGrahfua Henvy Gaulgrs
Jennle hw
Q,/4/1914 John feller et al Sermel.  Camittax
Henry Gauler by will to xay Gauler by descent 60
sbove grantors.
/91923 Semuel Camitta Emory C. Jonhesw
6/9 v
Dora h/w Gevtrude #lizsbeth
T
h % '
12,17/1946  Imery ©. Jones : rnather . Chergr*
Bertha h/w T )
12,17,/1946  Zsther . Chervy - ondel Feinsteolax -
" Ruth hyw
12/17/1957  Hendel Feinstein : dendel Feinsteinx =
Ruth h/'w Buth hyw -
11/2/1959 Mendel Feinstein S Stephanie Corporation®-

Ruth h/w
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Dote of erection: ot porbion -~ L77.

5, construction, eite.: No drawings cre known,
urence survey for policy #LI8S of whe Fhiledelvhis
h

ip, deted Januery 4, 1772, doserives the building

:.:urvc“;‘d uuﬂ"‘"’ Z.uh 177/

Mo houses adjoining cach other belonging Lo John Rlch Situate
on the South side of inilon Streelt boelween 3d and Ath Soreets -~
Hach 18 by 18 feet 2 storys high -~ 9 inch walls - Chimnsy
Brest ourbase & Skirting in each Storys Gearots plaster'd-
painted - new. The kitchens each 20 by 11-1./2 feoct one story
high -~ © iInch walls Roof preity cold.

House = 100 )
) - 1125 @ 22//6 F
Kitchen & 25 )

320 Delancey Streeid P.G. 1588

It is inferred from this swvey and from the chaln of title
which states that John Rich purchaged the property on November
6, 1771, that the front portion of the dwelling was erecied
in the latver pard of 1771, and that the one siory back
building (referred to in the sbove survey as the kit chen)
wag in existence pricor toc 1771. The cxact date of the rear
section cannot be documented, bub vthe reference Lo the "pre
old roofs would inply that it was at least 20 years old.

Ty

Hotes on Alteraticns snd Additions: The only other kmown
insurance survey was made on October 17, 1853 for ihe Lutual
Assurance Policy #6378, which reads as follows:

Mabual Assﬁraacé_Policw S6378 320 Delancey

Jurvey of Rarg'moye Moore Two Story Brick house, Situate
No. 100, on the South side of Union, between inlf &

Fourth Streebs, Front 19 feeﬁ,_lnclualng a-2 feet 6 inch




I

RICH-IRUMAS HOUSE
HEBS lio. PE-1074 (Page 4)

Mley, Depeh 18 feeb, firat Story in One Room, poanele

a
Bresu, plain ”d]uLC. surbage, weshboards, closeba & windows
cased, veot Cornice, over the Droeasst & Cloeseis, / Small Box
Zntry, with o punochu door, Square head front door., Geartling
[sic] door freme & sguere transow desh, glass 8x10 in. Single
hung, Sccond Story, in Two Rooms. 1 with panacled Breast,
:

Surbaose, wasabcwran, Jlosels & windows cased, wood fornice,

over the Bresslt & Clomeits, glass all 8x10 dn, single hung,
Gorrob in one doom, weshbosrde, & ploister Hoct. Lcd"“

ShLDgled, frep coor, Llﬂ gutters & Conductors, wood Cormices,

In fromb, is 1 scusre head dormar window 9 lights, glecs

8¥10in single huy 2 flignt“ Oowmmon winding &tairs, 1

f1ight with plain handrail, to the wall, Kitchen 12 feet

by 20 feet 6 inches, !wo Stories high, - First Story plain

vienule, surbase, wsshbosyds, Closct « windows cased, -

Second Story in one Hoom, aufbase, wasnhoards, & .lﬂuous

cagad A11 the glosg in this building Exi0 in. binglehung?

noof, Cedar Shingled wood Zpoul & Conductor, floors hewrd

pine beards, party walls 9 inches Board partivions,

lar Dwio Siory Brickhouse, ‘set & Three Story

.-.'4C&QL» 3 ..,)l i
Brici: house,
Ceto. 17th 1853

{(signed) Pnilip Justus

Jince no reference was made Lo a gecond {loor obf the bacgk
puilding in the survey of 1772, it is apparent thau ‘the
second gbory, referred to in the later survey, was added
pebveen 1772 and 1853,

t is not certain Whether or noi the small box entry oo the
firsy floor or the bocrd partitlion running east and west
and diviaing the front pOTTlOﬂ of the second floor in two
paris were owriginal. The smeller room is presently used as
2 bathroom. The rest of the house has remsined generally
intact with most of the original paneling and wood trim
in good condition,

Imporient Qld Views: FPholograph looking eagt on Delan neey
Shtreel belween 4th and 3rd Streets. Negaltive at the
Philadelphia Historical Commission. '

Sources of Informetion: Chain of title and insurance surveys
obbained through the courtcsy of the Philadelohia Historical
Commission.
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T 3.
S0 General uaogmens

1. samle of one of o
77 housce of the
¢ original i
Xhonsive T 5
Z. Condition of faberic, Cuenecrally good,
% )

5. Technieal Deseripiion of Hybterior

1. Over-all dimensions: Front portion: 18'-11
x 17'-9 3744 (depth). Back building: 120-5 1729 {(width)
¥ 201-39 (Qapih),

2. Iroundations: Iubble sione.
3. Wall constructlon: Hed brick (Flam

for all cxposed walls., Thickness ©
not determined.

4. Porches, stoops, bulkheads: Mo evidcenee of cuistence
. of porch or sbtoop. Bulkheads: Front--the sbone cheeks

and vooden lean-to Goors of criginal cellar enurance
are migsing and opening is oricked in to form a ~rindow.
Small original window remains, although wooden lean-io
covering is midsing,

-

5. Chimneys: One red brick chimney on east well of frond
secbion and one in soubtheast corner of back building.

6. Openings:
a. . Doorways and doors: o original doors remain.

(1} Front doorway--simple molded plank frame
with four-light, fixed sash above.

(2) Alley doorway--~plain board frame.

(3) Rear doorway in west wall of back building
18 simple, molded plank frame.. :
b. Jindows and shubters: ith the excepltion of the

dormer all windows are flush, single hung, with
top sash fixed and botiom sash movable, Wiih

the exception of the first floor front, all shut-
tars are missing, with pintles or evidence therveof .

. S : - © remaining. - -
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(%) Firss floor fromb:  Hwolva-over-iy lve lighis.
First Floor--wegt wall of Dbaecl building.

(2} floor fyont; six-over-gix lights.
filooir--west and gsouth wells of

= T Ganet AT >
pock bullding,

I T I - - REC T - o
(ﬁ} First end secona T ODf ~=G3OULn wWall ol Lrong
scetion: nine-over-nine Lights

First floor--south wall of

(4) Dormer window--three-over~six lignts-~bop sash
fixed, botion sash opersdils pui nob hung.

7. FRocf

&, Shape, covering: Front portion--gable roof,
glope o Delancey Slreet. Tar paper covering
over wood shingles. EZock building: Jhaed roof--
tar paper covering over wood shingles.

¢ * -

b. Corniee:  Front end reor of nein fnctloﬂ~~o iginai
vood cornies remeins in place.

el

Dorer; One, gabled dormer in attic on norith side
of moin bublu. mple cyma reeth rake and eave
mold. thcanove+ ~six 1ight sesh--top {ixed ana
bottom operable bub not hung. Original random
width, tongue and oove siding remaing.

¢. Technical Description of Interior
1. TFloor Plans:

a, Basement: One room (16'4% x 18%07) with closed
winder stair to first floor in souiheast corner.
Bricl: arches along west wall vo suppori alleyway
above. Stone chimney foundation on east wall.

b, frest floor: Cne room (16'5 3740 x 13'~1/72%) 4in
front secction with fircplace on =ast well and fion
door in west end of north wall. Closed winder
stalrvay wo second Tloor and baserment is in south-
eagt corner and doorway leading teo rear seciion
is in the south wall. One room {ID'-0% = 11'-44)
in rear secction (floor level 4-1/2" below that of
front section) with evidence of fireplace in the
southeast corner and with an Cku@f;ﬁ” door in
the west wall. ‘

3

c. Second floor: Two rooms in fronﬁ section {Lo'gn
% 16%°-3 L/20) and (5'-6 3747 x §1-10" l”‘”)ﬂ@‘;*'

N

areted by o 2¢ board partition with firiplace ia

A
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largor
floor snd

mean

1808 yuf»ﬁ@ﬁ

3 Do
Tom bhe amellor room Ly o narvow ('—SJ) hall-
ey leading o the vear sechion. COne room {19'-5
x 11'=47%) in the rear SQCULon with floor Level
7-1/27 below that of the front section and chimiey
breast in southedst corner.

d. Attic: Onc room over fromi sece uLdn (1?’~¢'

&, i.a. at {loor TCJLW

sLairvsy 55 coXnor

on east or window is
Stairra sy wo 01l floors fs dn
southesn seebion.

Flooring: flooring throughous.

81l and ceiling tinish: ﬂith tha exception of the

atbic and the 29 boord pariiition on the second floor of
the front section, all u&ilﬁ and plaster directly ap-
plied Ho the brick. Tn the adsic, plasoer La appliecd
to hand-gplit lath apd o Tollows vhe
rool glope. Celling are leul a1 )1'1, to hand-splis
lath. Abtic ceiling folliovws uht 1ine of the colliar
beams.

Doorwaye and doors: COne doorway exdsts betwecn the front
and back sections on both the first o o

i‘he doors in the closed, winder stair at the first and
second floor leve]s, and the door from th nallway o
the smaller room in the front section, are thought to

be original.

Trim: Original 183h cembdury peneling and trinm remains
in the front section {and on the first fleor of the

back building). Chimney breasts on first and second floors

are paneled with cornice above, and chair ra2il and base-
board ruvn around remainder of tne roond. The trim on ihe
seccond floor of the back section les earlier 19th century.

Hardvars: HNo oriﬁinal hardware remains. igjorivy of
cxigting hardwere is 19th century.

Lighting: Modern electric fixbures.
Heating: Front section: Fireplaces on eash wall of

first and second flgors.  Hear Section: Fireplace in
the southeast corner of the first [loor.
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